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CITY OF ST. MARYS

418 OSBORNE STREET

ST. MARYS, GEORGIA 31558

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

JUNE 27, 2011
The meeting began at 5:30 PM.  

HPC roll call indicated there was a quorum present for the meeting.  The following committee members were present:   Rosemary Rillo, Tim Ward, Kay Westberry, George Beaver and Chris Thurner.   Fred Mercier and James Stacy were not in attendance.
Roger Weaver and Michele Wood were present representing the Planning Department.

APPROVAL OF THE MAY 17, 2011 MEETING MINUTES:   
Rosemary Rillo made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Second by George Beaver.   All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF THE MAY 26, 2011 MEETING MINUTES (SPECIAL CALLED MEETING):   
Chris Thurner made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Second by George Beaver.   All were in favor.

OLD BUSINESS:   
1.
COA – ALTERATION: - Joseph & Julia McCollough, 502 Ready Street, St. Marys, GA  31558 submitting application for approval to remove existing plastic lattice on east wall of side porch facing south on Dillingham Street and put up wooden railing to match the remainder of the porch.   The property is zoned R-1, Tax Parcel S37-04-004.


Mr. McCollough presented his request to revise his previous application by removing the wall he had placed on the end of the porch and replace it with a railing to match the railing on the remainder of the porch.


Kay Westberry relinquished the chair to Tim Ward for this request.  George Beaver questioned the applicant regarding not having submitted drawings.  The Planning Department provided drawings previously submitted showing the railing on the remainder of the porch.  There were no questions or comments from the audience.  Rosemary Rillo made a motion to approve.  Second by George Beaver.  Chris Thurner had requested to abstain.  Kay Westberry and Tim Ward did not vote.  The Chair does not vote and Ms. Westberry had recused herself from this request. The vote was (2) to approve, (0) to deny, (2) absent, (2) abstentions.  Motion approved.
2.    COA-ALTERATION/TOPOGRAPHY:  Donna Asbell, The Blue Goose, 126 Osborne Street, St. Marys, GA 31558 is submitting application for approval for alterations to the under penning of the structure and changes to the landscaping.  The property is zoned C-1, Tax Parcel S41-09-001.

The applicant was not present at the meeting.  Ms. Asbell had discussed with Roger Weaver, the Planning Director, she was going to have an architect have a look at the project to be presented at a later meeting.


NEW BUSINESS:
1.     COA – Reconstruction: - David S. Pelly, 305 W. Weed Street, St. Marys, GA 31558 submitting application to enclose existing carport into a garage and enlarge front porch.  The property is zoned R-1, Tax Parcel S40-02-010.

Mr. Pelly submitted his request to the HPC.  There were no questions or comments from the public.  Rosemary Rillo made a motion to approve the enclosing of the carport with the steel garage door as presented with the exterior to match the existing stucco on the building; the extension of the front porch to include wood railings and steps; the porch gable to match the gable over the garage and lattice to be placed at the bottom of the porch.  Second by Tim Ward.  There was no further discussion.  The vote was (4) to approve, (0) to deny.  Mr. Pelky discussed adding a wooden fence and will be submitting a COA at a future date.
2.    COA – Alteration: - Riverside Café, 106 St. Marys Street, St. Marys, GA 31558 submitting an application to install lattice at the east side of the front porch as a wind brace.   The property is zoned   C-1, Tax Parcel S41-08-004.

Isabelle Liapis presented her request to the HPC.  There were no questions or comments from the public.  George Beaver made a motion to approve the request as submitted.  Second by Chris Thurner.  The vote was (4) to approve, (0) to deny.
3.
COA – Signage: - Melissa Pope, 101-A  E. Weed Street, St. Marys, GA 31558 submitting an application for approval of a painted front window sign, one banner and a 1’ x 5’ vertical plaquard to be installed at a later date.   The property is zoned C-1, Tax Parcel S41-02-004A.


Melissa Pope came before the HPC and presented her request along with the banner she would like to place at her location.  There were no comments or questions from the public.  Chris Thurner made a motion to approve the request as submitted.  Second by Rosemary Rillo.  The vote was (4) to approve, (0) to deny.  

4.    COA – New Construction:  Greg Lockhart, 104 Wheeler Street, St. Marys, GA submitting an application to construct a storage building at 104 Wheeler Street.  The property is zoned C-1, Tax Parcel S41-08-001.

Greg Lockhart presented his request to the HPC.  There were no questions or comments from the public.  Rosemary Rillo made a motion to approve the request as submitted.  Second by Tim Ward.  The vote was (4) to approve, (0) to deny.   (NOTE:  The storage building will match the design of the existing house in materials and general shape.)
5.    COA – Signage: - Rhonda Hayes, 101 E. St. Marys Street, St. Marys, GA submitting an application for approval of a 2 x 2 1/2’ sign painted the building and a 2’ x3’ sandwich sign.  The property is zoned   C-1, Tax Parcel S41-10-004.


Rhonda & Corey Hayes submitted their request to the HPC.  Discussion was made regarding the sign being painted on the building prior to receiving approval from the HPC.  George Beaver made a motion to approve the request as submitted.  Second by Rosemary Rillo.  The vote was (4) to approve, (0) to deny.
DISCUSSION: 
· HPC Ordinance – Mr. Weaver presented the revisions made by Mr. Thurner and himself to the HPC Ordinance and requested the HPC members review the revisions and present any comments or questions at the next HPC meeting.

· GA Cemetery Association Conference – Kay Westberry shared with the HPC she had attended the GA Cemetery Association Conference.  Kay stated she had made some good contacts and came home with some great inexpensive ideas that could possibly be implemented with Oak Grove Cemetery. 
· Pauper Cemetery Sign – Rosemary Rillo asked the status of the sign for the Pauper’s Cemetery.  Mr. Weaver explained the sign is being carved in to a large log which would be too heavy and large for someone to remove and possibly damage.  The sign is in the process of being constructed.
· Tree Replacement – The HPC stated a replacement tree had been placed at the corner of Wheeler and Conyers appears to be dead.  Roger Weaver explained that the City planted the tree and it was the owner’s responsibility to water it and they would need to replace it.  Staff will be in touch with the property owner.
· Commendation – Tim Ward wanted to commend Kay Westberry for attending the GA Cemetery Association Conference at her own expense. 
· Guale Historic Society – Tim Ward made a motion to request the City Council issue a proclamation to formally recognize the Guale Historic Society for their contribution which was directed towards repairs made to head stones in the cemetery.  Second by Rosemary Rillo.  The vote was (4) to approve, (0) to deny.  Staff will coordinate this proclamation with the City Clerk.
· Plaque for Unknown Graves – Discussion was made regarding the possibility of creating a plaque to note the location of unknown grave sites within the cemetery.
GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC – No comments.
MOTION TO ADJOURN MEETING:
George Beaver made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Second by Tim Ward.  All were in favor to adjourn the meeting. The meeting adjourned at 6:40PM.
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