
MINUTES 
City Council Mtg. 
August 25, 2008 
Page 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF ST. MARYS, GEORGIA 
August 25, 2008 

 
PUBLIC HEARING ALCOHOL LICENSE 

“Dalal Atrash, Inc. D/B/A Kick Back Café, Inc.” 
5:45 p.m. 

 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

6:00 P.M. 
 

AMENDED 
AGENDA 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. INVOCATION: Councilmember Deborah Hase           

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ROLL CALL                 QUORUM: YES    X     NO____ 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: August 11, 2008 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
   

PRESENTATION: 

PROCLAMATION: National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month 
 
CAMDEN COUNTY BOE: Sex Education Instructional Materials Review Committee - One 
Appointment  
 
CAMDEN COUNTY HEALTH BOARD – One Appointment 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION – Announcement of One Vacancy  
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Jennifer Brown  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

VI. GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

VII. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. NEW ALCOHOL LICENSE: Kick Back Café, Inc……………………....TAB “A” 
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VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION: Festival Request…………..TAB “B” 
 

B. RESOLUTION: 2008 Streetlight Fee Schedule …………………………..TAB “C” 

C. RESOLUTION: Motorized Carts/Multi-Use Path Point Peter…………...TAB “D” 

D. PT. PETER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 4.0 MGD EXPANSION:..TAB “E” 
            Resident Inspection Proposals 
 
E. HVAC MAINTENANCE & REPAIR SERVICE CONTRACT: ………………TAB “F” 

Green’s Air Conditioning & Heating 

F. BUDGET CUTS: Discussion Councilmember Weaver (ADDED) 
 

IX. REPORT OF AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES:  

A. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

1. William H. Spires:  William H. Spires, 703 Ann Street, requests a Special Use 
Permit to use part of his garage as a shop to maintain small golf carts and to 
charge batteries.  The shop would be accessed from Dilworth Street.  The 
property is zoned R-1.  Tax Parcel #S31-05-002. (POSTPONED 8/11/08)TAB “G” 
 

2. ANNEXATION ORDINANCE: Brannen & Epsy’s Properties, Inc…….TAB “H” 
 

X. REPORT OF MAYOR: 

XI  REPORT OF CITY MANAGER: 

XII. GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC 

XIII.  EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real Estate 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT:  
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CITY OF ST. MARYS, GEORGIA 

PUBLIC HEARING 
“Dalal Atrash, Inc. D/B/A Kick Back Café, Inc.” 

 
August 25, 2008 

5:45 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Mayor and City Council for the City of St. Marys, Georgia met in a Public Hearing on 
Monday, August 25, 2008 in the Council Chamber at City Hall. 

 
 

PRESENT WERE:  Mayor Rowland Eskridge 
  Councilmember Greg Bird 
  Councilmember William DeLoughy 
  Councilmember Deborah Hase 
  Councilmember Larry Johnson 
  Councilmember Chuck Trader 
  Councilmember Gull Weaver 

 
CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:       William Shanahan, City Manager 
                                                            Max Tinsley, Asst. City Manager 
  Amanda Blackledge, City Attorney 
                                                              Roger Weaver, Planning Director 
                                                            Robby Horton, Fire Chief 
  Donna Folsom, Human Resources Director 
  Wiley King, Building Director 
                                                            Tim Hatch, Police Chief 
  Rodger Wooten, Asst. Police Chief 
                                                           Bobby Marr, Public Works Director 
                                                            Jennifer Brown, Finance Director 
                                                            Marsha Hershberger, Asst. Finance Director 
  Kim Dockery, Jr. Accountant 
  Alyce Thornhill, Economic Dev. Director 
  Janet Brinko, Tourism Director 
  Bilaal Muhammad, City Marshal  
   Nicole Goebel, IT Assistant 
  Richard Riggle, Sergeant-At-Arms 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Eskridge called the public hearing to order at 5:45 p.m., and stated the purpose of the 
public hearing was an alcohol license application for “Dalal Atrash, Inc. D/B/A Kick Back Café, 
Inc.”.  The floor was opened to the public for questions and/or comments.   
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GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC 
 
There were no questions and/or comments from the public.    
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Eskridge declared the public hearing closed at 5:46 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
______________________________ 
Kathy A. Johnson, Deputy City Clerk 
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CITY OF ST. MARYS, GEORGIA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

AUGUST 25, 2008 
6:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

The Mayor and City Council for the City of St. Marys, Georgia met for its regular City Council 
session on Monday, August 25, 2008 in the Council Chamber at City Hall. 
 
PRESENT WERE:  Mayor Rowland Eskridge 

  Councilmember Greg Bird 
  Councilmember William DeLoughy 
  Councilmember Deborah Hase 
  Councilmember Larry Johnson 
  Councilmember Chuck Trader 
  Councilmember Gull Weaver 

 
 
CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:       William Shanahan, City Manager 
                                                            Max Tinsley, Asst. City Manager 
  Amanda Blackledge, City Attorney 
                                                              Roger Weaver, Planning Director 
                                                            Robby Horton, Fire Chief 
  Donna Folsom, Human Resources Director 
  Wiley King, Building Director 
                                                            Tim Hatch, Police Chief 
  Roger Wooten, Asst. Police Chief 
                                                           Bobby Marr, Public Works Director 
                                                            Jennifer Brown, Finance Director 
                                                            Marsha Hershberger, Asst. Finance Director 
  Kim Dockery, Jr. Accountant 
  Alyce Thornhill, Economic Dev. Director 
  Janet Brinko, Tourism Director 
  Bilaal Muhammad, City Marshal  
   Nicole Goebel, IT Assistant 
  Richard Riggle, Sergeant-At-Arms 
 
CALL TO ORDER  

Mayor Eskridge called the City Council Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Councilmember Deborah 
Hase gave the invocation.  Mayor Eskridge led the audience in the pledge of allegiance.  Council 
roll call indicated a quorum of council members present for the meeting. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

August 11, 2008 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the August 11, 2008 regular City Council 
meeting minutes.  Councilmember DeLoughy seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in 
favor of the motion. 
    
PRESENTATION: 

MAYOR RECOGNITIONS: 
 
Mayor Eskridge conveyed his appreciation to the public works, fire and police departments for 
their work throughout the recent storm.  He stated that two of the City’s trucks will be picking up 
storm debris, in addition to the Advance Disposal trucks.  Georgia Power was also recognized 
for all of their assistance. 
 
Mayor Eskridge congratulated Barbara Ryan for her hard work on the St. Marys Magazine.  Out 
of 1,500 nationwide entries, Ms. Ryan has received the Golden Ink Award.  She is in the 
category with Forbes, Seventeen and “O” Magazine.  This recognition has brought St. Marys to 
the forefront of magazines. 
 
Mayor Eskridge recognized Alyce Thornhill of the DDA for a $500,000 federal grant that she 
has received for Gateway Behavioral Health Services.  The grant will allow for expansion of 
their water bottling plant.  As the grant is repaid the money will go into a revolving fund that can 
be used to fund other programs in the City.  
 
 
PROCLAMATION:  National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month 
 
Mayor Eskridge read and proclaimed the month of September 2008 as “National Alcohol and 
Drug Addiction Recovery Month”.   He urged all St. Marys’ citizens to participate in programs 
and activities supporting this year’s theme, “Join the Voices for Recovery: Real People, Real 
Recovery”. 
 
 
CAMDEN COUNTY BOE:  Sex Education Instructional Materials Review Committee 
 
Mayor Eskridge stated that an appointment is needed to fill a vacancy on the committee.  One 
person expressed an interest in serving on the committee.  Jeanie Shugart submitted a letter 
noting her qualifications.  Councilmember Johnson spoke of those qualifications.  
 
Councilmember Trader made a motion to nominate Jeanie Shugart.  Councilmember Bird 
seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous. 
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CAMDEN COUNTY HEALTH BOARD – One Appointment 
 
Mayor Eskridge announced for a second time, the vacancy on the Camden County Health Board. 
No letters of interest were submitted following the last council meeting.  The Mayor urged any 
interested persons to send a letter to the City Clerk. 

 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION – Announcement of One Vacancy  
 
Mayor Eskridge announced that Mr. Whitacre will be moving, creating a vacancy. Anyone who 
is interested should submit a letter to the City Clerk.  The appointment will be added to the 
agenda of the next council meeting. 
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

The Finance Director presented the 1-month (July) report on the General, Water/Sewer, Solid 
Waste, Tourism, and Special Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) Funds.  She noted a correction 
on the SPLOST expense analysis.  For six, the totals should be zero.  However, the excess 
number is correct.  She noted that the $240,000 under the restricted budget fund equity is funds 
that the general fund loaned to the SPLOST fund to keep it operating.  It is in that location so 
that it may be taken back out.  A copy of the finance report is attached as part of the minutes. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Mayor Eskridge stated that he would like to withdraw the Downtown Merchant’s Association 
item “A”, per their request.  Councilmember DeLoughy requested to add a legal matter to the 
executive session.  Councilmember Hase made a motion to amend the agenda with the 
corrections.  Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of 
the motion. 
 
 
GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

The Mayor commented that there had been a budget meeting at which a lot of items were 
discussed.  He stated that hopefully another budget meeting would be scheduled later in the 
meeting.  He requested that any citizen who had a comment to make about the budget come to 
the meeting to hear what is said, and then make comments if they wish.  
 
 Michael Gibbs, 705 Ann Street, presented a letter to the Mayor and Council Members thanking 
them for their time and consideration given to the issue of a special use permit request by his 
neighbor at 703 Ann Street.  The letter also addressed City codes that he felt applied to the 
special use permit request.  
 
William Sloan, 1601 Point Peter Road, read a prepared statement concerning an article in the 
newspaper last week about proposed budget cuts.  A copy of the statement is attached to these 
minutes.  
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Gene Hope, 102 Rudolph Terrace, inquired about why the boat ramp was still closed after the 
storm.  Mr. Shanahan and Mr. Marr advised that there was damage from the storm, the gangway 
down to the floating dock was ripped off.  Mr. Shanahan was instructed to investigate and open 
the boat ramps if they do not pose a safety hazard. 
 
Walt Natzic, 209 Osprey Circle, addressed the upcoming vote on the motorized cart resolution. 
He read an excerpt from a recent Times Union newspaper article.  The article stated that the use 
of motorized carts could become permanent after the trial period.  Mr. Natzic inquired if the use 
of the carts on the Point Peter Road sidewalk will be temporary as per the resolution, or if it is 
going to be permanent as per the newspaper.  He stated that he would like to see the use 
terminated after the trial basis.  Or, in the process he would like steps to be taken to make a legal 
change from it being a sidewalk.  Mr. Natzic would also like the legal use of the sidewalk by 
motorized vehicles, per federal laws, to be checked into. 
   
 
OLD BUSINESS:   

A.        NEW ALCOHOL LICENSE:  Kick Back Café, Inc. 

The City Manager stated that the purpose is to approve the addition of a spirituous liquor license 
for Dalal Atrash, Inc., D/B/A Kick Back Café.  At the last meeting, City Council approved 
advertising for a public hearing on August 28, 2008 at 5:45 p.m. in the Council Chamber at City 
Hall.  The hearing was duly advertised in the local newspaper and held prior to this evening’s 
Council meeting.   

 
Having met all requirements, the City Manager and staff recommend approval of the spirituous 
liquor license in addition to their beer/wine license for consumption on-premises, with food for 
Dalal Atrash, Inc. D/B/A Kick Back Café.    

 
Councilmember Bird made a motion to approve the new alcohol license for Dalal Atrash, Inc. 
D/B/A Kick Back Café.  Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion.   

 
Councilmember Hase noted for the record that about 17 citizens objected by petition or email. 
The main objection she heard was the type of adult entertainment in conjunction with hard 
liquor. 

 
Voting was recorded as follows: 

 
  For       Against 
 Councilmember Bird    Councilmember Hase 
 Councilmember DeLoughy    
 Councilmember Johnson 
 Councilmember Trader 
 Councilmember Weaver 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION:  Festival Request  

This item was withdrawn at the request of Doug Vaught, President of the Downtown Merchants 
Association.  
 
 
B.  RESOLUTION:  2008 Streetlight Fee Schedule 

The City Manager recommended approval of a fee of $1.00 per month, per residence or business 
to help fund the electricity required to operate streetlights located throughout the City.  Council 
authorized a fee be charged for residents and businesses benefiting from streetlights to pay a 
small portion of the monthly electricity as approved in the new subdivision ordinance. 

 
Councilmember Trader made a motion to approve the resolution establishing a fee of $1.00 per 
month, per residence or business to help fund the electricity required to operate streetlights 
located throughout the City.  Councilmember DeLoughy seconded the motion.   
 
Voting was recorded as follows: 

 
  For       Against 
 Councilmember DeLoughy   Councilmember Bird 

Councilmember Hase    Councilmember Johnson 
Councilmember Trader   Councilmember Weaver 

Mayor Eskridge      
 

C.         RESOLUTION:  Motorized Carts/Multi-Use Path Point Peter 

The City Manager recommended that in an effort to help support alternate transportation means 
within the City, motorized carts should be permitted to drive upon the sidewalk adjacent to Point 
Peter Road for a 6-month trial period.  All owners would be required to complete training and 
receive a permit as approved by this resolution.  The owner would be responsible to assure that 
all authorized operators conform to the motorized cart path rules.  

 
Councilmember Trader requested that the resolution be corrected so that the wording is 
consistent when using the words sidewalk and multi-use path.  Councilmember Bird made a 
motion to approve the motorized cart path resolution with corrections.  Councilmember Trader 
seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 
 
D. PT. PETER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 4.0 MGD EXPANSION:  

Resident Inspection Proposals 
 

The City Manager recommended approval to authorize the Mayor to enter into an agreement 
with JJ&G (Task Order No. 30) to provide on-site resident inspection services during the 
construction of the Pt. Peter WWTP upgrade.  
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Councilmember Hase inquired of Dean Privett if he was representing P&A Engineering and if 
the engineer he was proposing did not meet the qualifications needed.  Mr. Privett responded that 
he did not know who was planned to be the inspector, that he knew the City staff had reviewed 
the proposals real well and that JJ&G specializes in lift stations.  He further stated that he was 
not saying that P&A does not do as well of a job.  Councilmember Hase stated she was looking 
for a good reason why a local business was not chosen for the work.  Discussion continued 
among the council members.   
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the budget ordinance as presented.  
Councilmember DeLoughy seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 
 
E. HVAC MAINTENANCE & REPAIR SERVICE CONTRACT:  

Green’s Air Conditioning & Heating 
 
The City Manager recommended authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with Green’s 
HVAC Inc., to provide the City with the annual HVAC Maintenance and Repair Services.  
This service is for maintenance and repair on existing systems only.  
 
Bobby Marr clarified that this would be for work that is technical or requires licensing to 
complete.  Councilmember Bird made a motion to approve the contract. Councilmember Trader 
seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 
F. BUDGET CUTS:  Discussion Councilmember Weaver (ADDED) 
 
Councilmember Weaver stated that this item can be deferred until the budget meeting.  After 
much discussion, the meeting was set for Wednesday, August 27th at 4:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chamber. 
 
REPORT OF AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES: 
  

A. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

1. SPECIAL USE PERMIT:  William H. Spires, 703 Ann Street, requests a SPECIAL 
USE PERMIT to use part of his garage as a shop to maintain small golf carts and to 
charge batteries.  The shop would be accessed from Dilworth Street.  The property is 
zoned R-1, Tax Parcel #S31-05-002.  (POSTPONED 8/11/08) 

 
The Planning Director stated that this application was tabled at the last council 
meeting to allow Council the opportunity to look at the property.  Mr. Spires has 
provided information and complied with all of the Council’s requests.   
 
Several of the council members stated that they had visited the site.  Concerns 
included the fact that there was no curb cut or drainage and that the request had been 
denied by the Planning Commission.   
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After further discussion, Councilmember Bird made a motion to approve the Special 
Use Permit.  Councilmember Johnson seconded the motion.  Voting was recorded as 
follows: 

 
  For       Against 
 Councilmember Bird    Councilmember DeLoughy 

Councilmember Hase    Councilmember Trader 
Councilmember Johnson   Councilmember Weaver 

Mayor Eskridge   
 
 

2. ANNEXATION ORDINANCE:  Brannen & Epsy’s Properties, Inc. 
 
Request of Brannen & Epsy’s Properties, Inc., 4771 Hwy 40 for annexation of a 
0.6145 acre parcel known as Tax Map 122 10C from Camden County into the City of 
St. Marys.  Parcel will be Zoned C-2 after annexation.  The annexation was approved 
at the last Council meeting. This approval is of the actual form and ordinance for state 
and federal approval.  
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the annexation request.  
Councilmember Trader seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the 
motion.  

 
REPORT OF MAYOR: 

August 13, 2008 – Attended the RDC Meeting in Richmond Hill. 
August 19, 2008 – Attended a meeting with Terra Pointe. 

   
Mayor Eskridge read the calendar of events, activities and meetings up until the next Council 
meeting.  
 
REPORT OF CITY MANAGER: 

A lot of time has been spent working on the budget. 
 
August 14, 2008 – Met with the FAA and Georgia DOT for an update on airports. The authority 
that DOT has now versus the FFA was defined.  During the meeting he was advised by Carol 
Comer of $50,000 of possible grant monies for the airport appraisals.  The grant paperwork will 
be sent out on August 26th.  
 
Spoke with Jim Gilbert of Sea Island last week. Sea Island is still interested in moving forward 
with the airport project.  The property is available.  If we do not want to use it they would like it 
back.  The next step would be to set up a meeting with all interested parties.  It is the City 
Manager’s recommendation to wait for a decision on the grant monies before setting up a 
meeting.  
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On Thursday, August 21, 2008 Tropical Storm Fay arrived.  There were several hours involved 
in this event. The City Manager noted that there were no complaints from any of the employees, 
who all did an outstanding job.  
 
REPORT OF AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES: 
 
Mayor Eskridge requested to return to Authorities, Boards, Commissions & Committees.  The 
Mayor and Councilmembers have each received a letter from Tracy Mizelle, Chairman of the 
Hospital Authority.  Mr. Mizelle is requesting that the Council extend the terms of the board 
members.  
 
The City Attorney advised that she believes that the Hospital Authority should amend and 
correct their by-laws, which would then be brought to the Council for approval.   
 
GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC 

Gene Hope, 102 Rudolph Terrace, suggested that the citizens not be billed for street lights.  Mr. 
Hope believes that if the people are paying for the lights they will expect to have a street light in 
their front yard and for it to be fixed right away if it goes out.  Mr. Hope also stated his feelings 
on the budget.   
 
Bill Spires, 703 Ann Street, requested a copy of the letter that Mr. Gibbs gave to the Council 
earlier in the meeting.  Councilmember Hase provided him with her copy.  Mr. Gibbs stated that 
there is currently nine Special Use Permits inside the city limits of St. Marys, at residential 
properties, therefore he is not setting a precedent.  He advised that he has already requested a 
curb cut and appropriate drainage.  Mr. Gibbs stated that he had not expected the issue would be 
that property values are more important than an individual being able to turn a wrench and make 
a livelyhood out of his own garage.  Mr. Gibbs inquired if the council members had taken a look 
at the drawing that he had prepared and at his property.  He stated that he had finished his fence 
today. He then thanked the Council for their time.  
 
Tom Cyphers, 206 West Bryant Street, stated that he would like someone to check the PA 
system because he can never hear anything.  Mr. Cyphers feels that the employees are living with 
the fear of the unknown, will they still have a job.  He inquired about how an executive session 
works.  Mr. Cyphers also asked what real estate issue the Council had that couldn’t be discussed 
in public. (The City Attorney explained about real estate issues that are discussed during 
executive sessions, per state law.)   
 
Dean Privett, 1201 Shadowlawn Drive, explained that he very seldom is at a loss of words, but 
that he was caught unprepared.  (See New Business, Item “D”) He explained that he sold P&A 
Engineering several years ago, although they do still work together.  Mr. Privett felt that he was 
caught between a rock and a hard place because he did not know this item was on the agenda.  
He feels that it is nice to support local businesses and that P& A Engineering is a professional 
and qualified company.  However, he is sure that the City’s very qualified staff have made the 
decision that is in the best interest of the City.  
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Michael Gibbs, 705 Ann Street, expressed his thanks to the Mayor and Council for their time 
and consideration concerning Mr. Spires’ request for a Special Use Permit.  He also stated that 
he appreciates the very specific zoning ordinances for the City of St. Marys. 
 
Leon Pinkney, 803 Norris Street, stated that the employees need to be treated right. He feels that 
we need the police and fire who work hard for us day and night.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Real Estate - Legal (ADDED) 

Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to adjourn to executive session to discuss real estate 
and legal.  Councilmember Hase seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the 
motion.   

The Mayor and Council adjourned to executive session at 7:41 p.m., returning at 8:03 p.m. with 
Mayor Eskridge calling the Council meeting back to order.   

 
ADJOURNMENT:  

Councilmember Hase made a motion for adjournment.  Councilmember DeLoughy seconded the 
motion.  Mayor Eskridge declared the meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

______________________________ 
Kathy A. Johnson, Deputy City Clerk 

 


















