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CITY OF ST. MARYS, GEORGIA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

November 13, 2006 
6:00 P.M. 

 

AMENDED AGENDA 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. INVOCATION – Councilmember Williams           

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ROLL CALL                 QUORUM: YES    X     NO____ 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: October 23, 2006 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
 

 “CHANGES TO THE AGENDA” 
1. Executive Session – Legal & Personnel  

(Move before Granting Audience to the Public) 
2. RESOLUTION FOR LOCAL LEGISLATION – Discussion 

Presentation by Charlie Smith, Attorney for LandMar 
                                  (Move to before Granting Audience to the Public) 

 
 PRESENTATION: 
 FINANCE DIRECTORS’ REPORT (POSTPONED 10/23/06)  
 
VI. GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

VII. OLD BUSINESS:    None   

VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. PERSONNEL POLICY CHANGES – Sale of Leave………………………...TAB  ”A” 
 

B. TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND CONTRACT – Greenprint………………..…..TAB “B” 
 
C. JJ & G TASK ORDER #21 – Pt. Peter WWTP…………………………....TAB “C” 

D. DOWNTOWN MULTI-MEDIA CENTER – Discussion  

E.        PT. PETER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION – Contract.TAB “D” 

F. ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – Oak Grove Cemetery……………………..TAB “E” 

G. RESOLUTION FOR LOCAL LEGISLATION  - Discussion …………………….TAB “F” 

IX. REPORT OF AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES:  

A. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT……………………………………….TAB “G” 
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1. Zoning Ordinance Change: The City Council is recommending changes to 
the C-1 Central Business District boundaries by extending the C-1 district to 
Herb Bauer Street and is recommending changes to the definition of building 
height, C-1 district intent, single family dwellings, commercial dwellings and 
area regulation for single-family and commercial dwellings within the C1 
Central Business District. 

2. Timuquan Capital, LLC requests to rezone 123 acres located west of 
Colerain Road and north of St. Marys Road on Tax Map 121, Parcel 051, Tax 
Map 134, Parcel 028 and Tax Map 121, Parcel  007 and 007Dfrom Multi-
family R3 and Commercial C-2 to Planned Development PD with the 
following uses: commercial Single-family residential and multi-family 
residential. 

3. Stokes, Barren & McLean Land Company, LLC request approval for their 
final plat for Cannon Forest Phase I, located on Tax Map 120, a portion of 
Parcel 8B. 

4. Lisa Delgado requests a special use permit to conduct a piano lesion business 
within her home located on 605 Greenfield Lane on Tax Map 133I, Parcel 43. 

5. Scott Stafford requests to submit PD specifications for property located on 
Tax Map 120, a portion of Parcel 8B. This property is known as Phase 2 of the 
Bell Arbor Subdivision being named to Hayden Point. 

6. David & Holly Gibson request approval for their minor 2-lot unnamed 
subdivision shown as Parcel B1 and B2 located on Tax Map S37-02-007. 

7. William Gross requests final approval for a 5-lot subdivision known as the 
Courtyards of Dilworth located on Tax Map S31-01-017. 

 
X. REPORT OF MAYOR: 

XI REPORT OF CITY MANAGER: 

XII. GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Legal & Personnel 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT:  
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CITY OF ST. MARYS, GEORGIA 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
November 13, 2006 

6:00 P.M. 
 

MINUTES 
The Mayor and City Council for the City of St. Marys, Georgia met for its regular City Council 
session on Monday, November 13, 2006 in the Council Chamber at City Hall. 
 
PRESENT WERE:                           Mayor Rowland Eskridge 

                                                Councilmember Gary Blount  
                      Councilmember William DeLoughy 

                                                Councilmember Larry Johnson 
                                                Councilmember Jerry Lockhart 
                                                Councilmember Gull Weaver 
                                                Councilmember LJ Williams 

 
CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:     William Shanahan, City Manager 
                                                           Gary A. Bacon, City Attorney 
                                                           Max Tinsley, Planning Director 
                                                           Wiley King, Building Director 
                                                           Tim Hatch, Police Chief 
                                                           Chad Kinzly, Public Works Asst Director 
                                                           Robby Horton, Fire Chief 
                                                           Gene Rudy, IT Director 
                                                           Jennifer Brown, Finance Director 
                                                           Donna Folsom, Human Resources Director 
                                                           Lt. Roger Wooten, Sergeant-At-Arms 

 
CALL TO ORDER  
Mayor Eskridge called the City Council Meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  Councilmember L.J. 
Williams gave the invocation.  Mayor Eskridge led the audience in the pledge of allegiance.  
Council roll call indicated a quorum of council members present for the meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: October 23, 2006 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
                                                            
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Councilmember 
DeLoughy seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
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“CHANGE TO THE AGENDA” 
 

1. Executive Session – Legal & Personnel (Move before Granting Audience to the Public) 
   

Councilmember Johnson made a motion to change the order of the executive session, 
legal and personnel. Councilmember DeLoughy seconded the motion. Voting was 
unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 
Mayor Eskridge requested a motion to move Item G under New Business – Resolution 
for Local Legislation to go before Granting Audience to the Public, Councilmember 
Blount made a motion and Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion. Voting was 
unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to adjourn for executive session, Councilmember 
Blount seconded the motion. The Mayor and Council adjourned to executive session at 6:04 
P.M. returning at 6:30 P.M. with Mayor Eskridge calling the Council meeting back to order. 
 
LEGAL 
 
Councilmember DeLoughy stated that Council has asked Mr. Bacon to contact Mr. Stein, the 
attorney for the Hospital Authority with respect to negotiations. 
 
PERSONNEL 
 
No official action was taken at this time. 
 
Mayor Eskridge stated Mr. Charlie Smith would present information regarding the proposed 
local legislation and answer questions at the conclusion of the presentation. 
 
Charlie Smith, LandMar Attorney, advised the Council that the state of Georgia adopted its 
current Redevelopment Law in 1985.  The goal of the law is to encourage redevelopment in 
socially and economically depressed areas.  Mr. Smith defined the Tax Allocation District 
(TAD) as follows:  “The City designates an area in need of redevelopment, adopts a 
redevelopment plan outlining how the area will be developed, and creates the TAD.  The County 
Commission and School Board consent to including their share of the new tax revenues, or tax 
increment, in the TAD.  The current value of the tax digest in the area is set as a base, and the 
City, County, and School Board continue to receive tax revenues on that value for the life of the 
TAD.  As vacant and dilapidated properties are developed, the property values within the TAD 
increase.  New tax revenues from this increased value are placed into a special fund to pay for 
redevelopment costs or to finance bonds issued to fund capital improvements.”  Mr. Smith 
finished by requesting that the Mayor and Council vote to implement the TAD process.  (He 
made it clear the he understood that this was not approving the TAD.) 
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GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

Cookie Johnson, resident wished to congratulate St. Marys 101 and commended the Police 
Chief on his presentation of the Police Department at the St. Marys 101 Class. 
 
Heidi Benz, resident addressed Mayor and Council and the City Manager with regard to the C-1 
Zoning Ordinance and requested that Council wait until the SCAD students do their presentation 
on Friday before the C-1 is changed tonight.  
 
Bill Creed, resident addressed Council regarding of the Habitat of Humanity’s payment of 
capital recover fees in St. Marys when the county and other cities were waived.  Mr. Creed also 
expressed concerns about, highly paid, city employees picking up political signs after the 
election.  He stated the political candidates and not the City Employees should be picking up the 
signs.    
 
Keith Post, resident supports the C- 1 zoning change.  Mr. Post spoke about some of the changes 
and building homes on Osborne Street at commercial costs.  He stated that he had the pleasure of 
viewing the Savannah College of Art and Design preliminary presentation in Savannah and was 
very impressed. He stated the SCAD Master Plan will not be the answer to all the City’s 
problems, but it will help identify solutions. Mr. Post encouraged everyone to attend the final 
presentation on Friday morning, November 17, 2006 at the Economic Development building. 
 
Roger Rillo, resident stated that the St. Marys Citizens have been told a master plan is being 
designed and wanted to know why the City is changing its zoning before its completion.  The 
City Manager agreed that a Master Plan is needed for the whole City and it will be developed 
after the Comprehensive Plan is completed.   He also stated the twelve designs from SCAD 
would be for down town St. Marys only.    
 
Dave Schmidt, resident stated Mr. Smith’s presentation was impressive and he supports the 
local legislation. 

  
OLD BUSINESS:   

There was no “Old Business” at this time.  

PRESENTATION: 
FINANCE DIRECTORS’ REPORT (POSTPONED 10/23/06) 
 
The Finance Director presented the 3-month finance report. The report is attached as part of the 
minutes. 
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A. RESOLUTION FOR LOCAL LEGISLATION – Discussion 

Councilmember Blount made a motion to approve the Resolution for Local Legislation to 
bring the City of St Marys under the Georgia Redevelopment Powers Law, and for other 
purposes. Councilmember Lockhart seconded the motion. Voting was as follows: 
 
         For:      Opposed: 

Councilmember Blount    Councilmember Johnson 
Councilmember Lockhart 
Councilmember Williams 
Councilmember Weaver 
Councilmember DeLoughy 

 

B. PERSONNEL POLICY CHANGES – Sale of Leave 

The City Manager requested Council’s approval of the proposed amendment to the personnel 
policy for the sale of leave. On April 24, 2006, the Council approved a motion to allow the 
sale of leave within the FY07 budget. This draft amendment formally incorporates the 
language into the Personnel Policy to help provide the proper guideline to ensure consistency. 
Pursuant to the City of St. Marys Personnel Policy, notice has been given of the proposed 
changes in a conspicuous place in City Hall for a period of at least fourteen (14) days prior to 
the effective date of the amendment. 
 
Councilmember Blount made a motion to approve the personnel policy change regarding the 
sale of leave. Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous in favor 
of the motion. 
 

C. TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND CONTRACT – Greenprint 

The City Manager requested approval for the Trust for Public Land to assist the City of St. 
Marys and Camden County in creating a vision for conservation, recreation, and public 
access within the County. 
 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve the Greenprint Services Agreement. 
Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
  

D. JJ & G TASK ORDER #21 – Pt. Peter WWTP 

The City Manager requested approval for JJ & G’s Task Order #21 for the design and 
contract administration for the Point Peter WWTP upgrade to 1.8 million gallons per day. 
 
Councilmember Blount made a motion to approve the JJ & G Task Order #21. 
Councilmember DeLoughy seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous in favor of the 
motion. 

 

E. DOWNTOWN MULTI-MEDIA CENTER – Discussion 

Bill Creed addressed the Council with regard to the Downtown Multi-Media Center and 
briefed them that the building design for this project is now bigger than the lot originally 
decided on will allow. Mr. Creed, speaking for his committee, stated that they have no  
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DOWNTOWN MULTI-MEDIA CENTER (CON’T.) 
objections to moving the location of this building to the property adjacent the St. Marys 
cemetery. He then made the following recommendations:  consider building the Media Center 
off the ground to allow parking beneath the building and consider using the lot currently 
designated for the theater as an extension to the park. 
 
The Council instructed the City Manager put a hold on the Multi-Media Center project and 
the park project until the location is decided.  
 
Councilmember Blount made a motion to refer Multi-Media Center and the Park Projects to 
the Property Committee for study and bring back to Council with their recommendations. 
Councilmember Johnson seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

F. PT. PETER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION – Contract 

The City Manager has requested to be given the authority to negotiate a contract with Haskell 
Construction Company to provide preconstruction services in the design of the Point Peter 
Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrade to 1.8 million gallons per day. 
 
Councilmember Blount made a motion to approve this contract. Councilmember DeLoughy 
seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

G. ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – Oak Grove Cemetery 

The City Manager has requested approval to amend the cemetery ordinance to regulate the 
size tractor permitted to prepare burial sites and to create a deposit requirement prior to 
preparing burial sites. 
 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the amendment to the cemetery 
ordinance. Councilmember DeLoughy seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous in favor 
of the motion. 

  

IX REPORT OF AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES: 

A. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

8. Zoning Ordinance Change: The City Council is recommending changes to 
the C-1 Central Business District boundaries by extending the C-1 district to 
Herb Bauer Street and is recommending changes to the definition of building 
height, C-1 district intent, single-family dwellings, commercial dwellings and 
area regulation for single-family and commercial dwellings within the C1 
Central Business District. 

 
The Planning Director stated that the Planning Commission recommends the 
Zoning Ordinance change as presented. 
 
Councilmember Blount made a motion to approve the Zoning Ordinance 
change. Councilmember Williams seconded the motion.  Voting was as 
follows: 
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     For:     

Councilmember Williams  
      Councilmember DeLoughy 

                              Councilmember Weaver 
 
  Opposed:    Abstain: 
    Councilmember Johnson  Councilmember Lockhart 

 
9. Timuquan Capital, LLC requests to rezone 123 acres located west of 

Colerain Road and north of St. Marys Road on Tax Map 121, Parcel 051, Tax 
Map 134, Parcel 028 and Tax Map 121, Parcel  007 and 007D from Multi-
family R3 and Commercial C-2 to Planned Development PD with the 
following uses: commercial Single-family residential and multi-family 
residential. 

 
The Planning Director stated that the Planning Commission recommends 
Timuquan Capital’s request to rezone 123 acres located west of Colerain Road 
and north of St. Marys Road. 

 
Councilmember Weaver made a motion to approve the request to rezone the 
123 acres. Councilmember Blount seconded the motion.  Voting was 
unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 
10. Stokes, Barren & McLean Land Company, LLC request approval for the 

final plat for Cannon Forest Phase I, located on Tax Map 120, a portion of 
Parcel 8B. 

 
The Planning Director stated that the Planning Commission recommends 
approval of the final plat for Cannon Forest Phase I. 

 
Councilmember Blount made a motion to approve the final plat for Cannon 
Forest Phase I. Councilmember Johnson seconded the motion.  Voting was 
unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 
11. Lisa Delgado requests a special use permit to conduct a piano lesson business 

within her home located on 605 Greenfield Lane on Tax Map 133I, Parcel 43. 
 

The Planning Director stated that the Planning Commission recommends 
approval of a special use permit for Ms. Lisa Delgado. 

 
Councilmember DeLoughy made a motion to approve the special use permit 
for Lisa Delgado. Councilmember Blount seconded the motion.  Voting was 
unanimous in favor of the motion. 
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12. Scott Stafford requests to submit PD specifications for property located on 
Tax Map 120, a portion of Parcel 8B. This property is known as Phase 2 of the 
Bell Arbor Subdivision being named to Hayden Point. 

 
The Planning Director stated that the Planning Commission recommends 
approval of PD specifications for property located on Tax Map 120, a portion 
of Parcel 8B. 

 
Councilmember Blount made a motion to approve the request to submit PD 
specifications for property known as Phase 2 of the Bell Arbor Subdivision 
being named to Hayden Point. Councilmember Weaver seconded the motion.  
Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 
13. David & Holly Gibson request approval for their minor 2-lot unnamed 

subdivision shown as Parcel B1 and B2 located on Tax Map S37-02-007. 
 

The Planning Director stated that the Planning Commission recommends 
approval for the minor 2-lot unnamed subdivision. 
 
Councilmember Blount made a motion to approve the request for their minor 
2-lot unnamed subdivision. Councilmember Johnson seconded the motion.  
Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
 

14. William Gross requests final approval for a 5-lot subdivision known as the 
Courtyards of Dilworth located on Tax Map S31-01-017. 

 
The Planning Director stated that the Planning Commissioner recommends 
approval for a 5-lot subdivision known as the Courtyards of Dilworth. 

 
Councilmember Blount made a motion to approve the request for final 
approval for a 5-lot subdivision known as the Courtyards of Dilworth. 
Councilmember Lockhart seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in 
favor of the motion. 
 

REPORT OF MAYOR: 

• October 24, 2006 – Planning Commission Meeting 
• November 2, 2006 – Welcome Sub. Vets at Cumberland Suites 
                                         DCA, Comprehensive Plan Meeting 
• November 8, 2006 – Splost Meeting 
• November 9, 2006 – Splost Meeting 

                                              GMA, Fall District 12 Meeting in Savannah 
The Mayor announced that a new police vehicle was purchased and nine more will be arriving 
shortly.  This vehicle in parked on the corner of Osborne Street, if anyone in the audience wished 
to see it. 
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REPORT OF CITY MANAGER: 

The City Manager attended Georgia City/County Manager Conference at the beginning of 
November.  The Manager participated in several classes that the City is already implementing.he 
would like to implement within the City.  The classes are as follows:  

 
1.   Local Government Performances Measurement that Works: Many police departments are 
spending millions of dollars on lawsuits for police actions.  The City of St. Marys Police 
Department has implemented the procedures from Local Risk Management.     

 
2.   Helping Others Cope with Difficult Employees: The City’s Human Recourses Department is 
working on programs dealing with difficult employee in the workplace. 
 
3.   Expectations for Natural Disaster Preparedness and Response: The Fire Chief has 
spearheaded the NIMS program and several cities wish to come to St. Marys to see get a first 
hand look our program. 
 
Councilmember DeLoughy requested that a Planning/Building Committee Meeting be scheduled 
for November 29, 2006 at 5:00 P.M. at the Downtown Development Building. 
 
Mayor Eskridge stated that there is a Personnel Committee Meeting on November 15, 2006 at 
1:30 P.M., which was not on the calendar, and the Deputy Clerk was requested to ensure this was 
posted. 
 
GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

Keith Post, resident suggested another site for the Waterfront Theater might be by the Meeting 
Street boat ramp and the City may want to approach LandMar.  On a sad note, over the weekend 
Jessie Nunn lost his life on Kings Bay Road by the hospital.  What is the status of the traffic light 
at this intersection?  The City Manager stated that funding is available and the City is waiting on 
word from DOT. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
Councilmember Blount made a motion for adjournment.  Councilmember Williams seconded the 
motion.  Mayor Eskridge declared the meeting adjourned at 8:42 P.M. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

____________________________ 
Connie Miller, Deputy Clerk 


