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CITY OF ST. MARYS, GEORGIA
February 6, 2012 

OAK GROVE CEMETERY COMMITTEE WORK SESSION 
4:30 p.m. 

WATER/SEWER WORK SESSION 
“Gaines Davis Subdivision Concept” 

5:00 p.m. 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
6:00 p.m. 

AMENDED
AGENDA

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. INVOCATION: Councilmember Bird           

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

IV. ROLL CALL                 QUORUM: YES     X     NO____ 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: January 23, 2012Regular City Council Meeting  & Public  
       Hearing Minutes

VI. PRESENTATION: 

MAULDIN & JENKINS CPA INC.: Auditor David Irwin 

LIBRARY BOARD REPORT: Arlene Norris, Chairman 

 BOARD VACANCY OR TERM EXPIRATION:
1. Historic Preservation Commission (Vacancy)

 BOARD APPOINTMENT:
1. Oak Grove Cemetery Committee (Vacancy)
2. St. Marys Convention and Visitors Bureau (Philips) 
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VII. SET CONSENT AGENDA 

VIII. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

IX. GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 

X. OLD BUSINESS: 

A. OAK GROVE CEMETERY FEE ORDINANCE:…………………………….…..TAB “A” 
To review and approve a tiered fee schedule (POSTPONED 1/23/12) 

B. NEW ALCOHOL LICENSE ANANT ENTERPRISE OF ST MARYS:……………..TAB “B”
To review and approve Discount Liquor’s Alcohol License (POSTPONED 1/23/12) 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. JANITORIAL BID AWARD: ……………………………………………...…..TAB “C” 
To authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with Southern Charm Janitorial  

B. OAK GROVE CEMETERY ORDINANCE: Authority
Council consideration to provide directions on how to proceed as a result of the work 
session 

C. SPLOST VI: City Facilities…………………………………………....…...TAB “D”
To prioritize and/or select the project(s) to be constructed with SPLOST VI funds 

D. DEVELOPMENT OF AN EMPLOYEE APPEALS PROCESS:……………..……..TAB “E” 
       To direct staff to prepare an Employee Appeal Process for Council consideration 

E. CLASSIFICATION & COMPENSATION ANALYSIS:………………………….TAB “F”
       Council consideration to authorize and proceed with a classification and
       compensation analysis  

F. MOODY LAKES SUBDIVISION:…..………………………………………..…TAB “G” 
      To reinstitute subdivision approval that was rescinded April 12, 2004 

G. SAFER GRANT: Fire Department……………………………………………TAB “H”
To request permission to apply for FEMA’s 2011 Safer Grant 

H. FEBRUARY 20TH CITY COUNCIL MEETING:………………………………..TAB “ I”
To discuss whether to cancel or reschedule the meeting due to Presidents’ Day 
holiday

XII. REPORT OF AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES:

A. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT:……………………………………..TAB “J” 

1. SPECIAL USE PERMIT: Marla Dietrich, Cardinal Management, 10095 Main 
Road, Mattituck, NY is requesting a Special Use permit to conduct an Internet 
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Sweepstakes Café (Players Connection in St Marys at 2714 Osborne Road.
The property is zoned C-2.  Tax Parcel 135-0378.

B. FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:……………………………………….TAB “K”

C. CITY CALENDAR: City Clerk

XIII. REPORT OF MAYOR: 

XIV.  REPORT OF CITY MANAGER: 

XV. GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC

 MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS

XVI.  EXECUTIVE SESSION: Pending Litigation 

XVII. ADJOURNMENT: 
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CITY OF ST. MARYS, GEORGIA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

February 6, 2012 
6:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 
The Mayor and City Council for the City of St. Marys, Georgia met for its regular City Council 
session on Monday, February 6, 2011 in the Council Chamber at City Hall. 

PRESENT WERE:  Mayor Pro Tem John Morrissey 
  Councilmember Greg Bird 
  Councilmember Jim Gant 
  Councilmember Sidney Howell  
  Councilmember Keith Post 
  Councilmember Nancy Stasinis 

ABSENT WERE:  Mayor William DeLoughy 

CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:       Steven S. Crowell, Jr., City Manager 
Gary Moore, City Attorney 

                                                              Roger Weaver, Planning Director 
                                                            Tim Hatch, Police Chief 
                                                            Bobby Marr, Public Works Director 
                                                            Robby Horton, Fire Chief 
                                                            Jennifer Brown, Finance Director 
  Donna Folsom, HR Director 
  Artie Jones, III, Economic Dev. Director 
  Marsha Hershberger, Asst. Finance Director 
  Judy Armantrout, Library Manager 
                                                                
CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Pro Tem Morrissey called the City Council Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Councilmember 
Bird gave the invocation.  Mayor Pro Tem Morrissey led the audience in the pledge of 
allegiance.  Council roll call indicated a quorum of council members present for the meeting. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: January 23, 2012 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
Councilmember Gant made a motion to approve the January 2, 2012, regular City Council 
meeting minutes.  Councilmember Stasinis seconded the motion.  Voting was recorded as 
follows:  

FOR     ABSTAIN  
Councilmember Gant        Councilmember Bird 
Councilmember Howell       Councilmember Post 
Councilmember Morrissey   
Councilmember Stasinis 
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PRESENTATION: 

MAULDIN & JENKINS CPA INC.: Auditor David Irwin 
Mr. Irwin commended the Finance Department for no findings for three consecutive years and 
for another clean audit this year.  He presented a report on the financial position and results of 
operations as of, and for the year ending June 30, 2011. The financial report included the basic 
financial statements as well as Management’s Discussion and Analysis as prepared by City 
management.  Also included in the financial report is the Schedule of Expenditures of Special 
Purpose Local Option Sales Tax.   The City’s basic financial statements include three 
components: (1) government-wide financial statements; (2) fund financial statements; and (3) 
notes to the financial statements. A copy of the report is attached as part of the official minutes.  

LIBRARY BOARD REPORT: Arlene Norris, Chairman 
Miss Norris presented a brief history of the library; current circulation; operations; and programs 
offered to its patrons. Also presented was a letter of recognition to the staff for generously 
assisting in a historical research during her visits to the library.   A copy of the report and letter is 
attached as part of the official minutes. 

BOARD VACANCY OR TERM EXPIRATION:
1. Historic Preservation Commission (Vacancy)

The Mayor Pro Tem announced the vacancy on Historic Preservation Commission.

BOARD APPOINTMENT:
1. Oak Grove Cemetery Committee (Vacancy)

Councilmember Bird made a motion to appoint Arlene Norris to the Committee.  
Councilmember Post seconded the motion.  Voting was recorded in favor of the motion.  

2.  St. Marys Convention and Visitors Bureau (Philips)
Councilmember Post reappointed Dave Philips, and thanked Julie Babbs for her service on the 
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

SET CONSENT AGENDA (*):
Councilmember Gant made a motion to set the consent agenda as New Business A and G.
Councilmember Post seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:
Councilmember Stasinis made a motion to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of 
pending litigation.   Councilmember Bird seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor 
of the motion. 

GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 
Kay Westberry, Chairman Oak Grove Cemetery Trust Fund Committee: Thanked the Committee 
and Council for their time and efforts on the ordinance.  Miss Westberry reported on cemetery 
tours and visitations. She made a promotional presentation to the Georgia Municipal Cemetery  
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Association who announced St Marys as the 2015 conference location.  Promotions include tours 
through the Guale Historical Society, grafting maps with listings of occupants in the cemetery.  

Charlotte Bartzak, 571 Cardinal Circle, East: Thanked everyone responsible for bringing the 
Drifters to St. Marys, and urged Council to put Orange Hall at the top of the Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) list.  

OLD BUSINESS:   
A. OAK GROVE CEMETERY FEE ORDINANCE:

To review and approve an increase to the tiered fee schedule for City, county, in state and out 
of state residents for the future care and maintenance of the cemetery (POSTPONED
1/23/12)

Councilmember Gant made a motion to approve the Cemetery Fee Ordinance.  
Councilmember Stasinis seconded the motion.  Council discussed the fee increases, 
comparisons with other cemeteries, administrative transfer fee and escrow account for 
perpetual care of the cemetery. Voting was recorded as follows: 

  FOR     AGAINST  
Councilmember Gant       Councilmember Bird 
Councilmember Howell 
Councilmember Morrissey 
Councilmember Post 
Councilmember Stasinis 

B. NEW ALCOHOL LICENSE ANANT ENTERPRISE OF ST MARYS:
To review and approve Discount Liquor’s Alcohol License (POSTPONED 1/23/12) 

Councilmember Stasinis moved to approve Anant Enterprise of St. Marys’ alcohol license.
Councilmember Post seconded the motion.  Council questioned Mr. Danny Patel regarding 
living out of the county, Nick Patel’s business and personal relationship with the new 
applicant and their association with A to Z Liquors.  Mr. Danny Patel responded that he lives 
in Brunswick, Nick Patel is the emergency contact who is required to live in the county and 
landlord of the building, and denied the complaints because they were against the former 
business, not his.  Council discussed the differences between city and state requirements.  
Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.

NEW BUSINESS: 
A. JANITORIAL BID AWARD (*):

To authorize the Mayor to enter into a contract with Southern Charm Janitorial  

Councilmember Gant made a motion to approve the contract with Southern Charm Janitorial.  
Councilmember Post seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.
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B. OAK GROVE CEMETERY ORDINANCE RESOLUTION: Authority 
Council consideration to provide directions on how to proceed as a result of the work session 

The City Attorney explained that the resolution is in support of the documents provided at 
the work session. The resolution is to request authorization from the state to establish an 
authority to engage in prudent investments.  Once approved, Council will pass a resolution to 
activate the authority.  

Councilmember Stasinis moved to approve the Resolution and Exhibit A that is attached; and 
to send the document to the local delegation.  Councilmember Gant seconded the motion.  
Council discussed the state’s procedures on establishing an authority.  Following much 
discussion, Councilmember Stasinis amended the motion to approve the Resolution and the 
authority proposal less the phrase: “Should…the City Council, devote those excess funds to 
specific historic preservation projects within St. Marys”. Councilmember Gant seconded the 
amended motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.

C. SPLOST VI: City Facilities 
To prioritize and/or select the project(s) to be constructed with SPLOST VI funds 

Councilmember Gant made a motion to approve the Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) VI.  Councilmember Stasinis seconded the motion.  Council discussed the 
recommendations, re-designation of funds, selling Orange Hall to a foundation and 
prioritizing the list.   

Following much discussion, Councilmember Gant amended the motion to approve the list as 
follows: (1) Aquatic Center Repairs; (2) Orange Hall Repairs/Renovations; (4) Paint Exterior 
of City Hall; and (12) Fire Department #2 Fascia Repairs.  Councilmember Gant seconded 
the amended motion. Voting was recorded as follows: 

FOR     AGAINST  
Councilmember Gant       Councilmember Bird 
Councilmember Howell 
Councilmember Morrissey 
Councilmember Post 
Councilmember Stasinis 

D. DEVELOPMENT OF AN EMPLOYEE APPEALS PROCESS:
To direct staff to prepare an Employee Appeal Process for Council consideration to 
implement an employee appeal of a Department Director’s decision to the City Manager of 
disciplinary action/termination resulting in an adverse impact on pay and/or benefits 

Councilmember Bird moved to approve the development of an Employee Appeals process.  
Councilmember Howell seconded the motion.  Council discussed the current procedures not 
being a formal appeal process and development of a policy.  Voting was unanimous in favor 
of the motion. 
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E. CLASSIFICATION & COMPENSATION ANALYSIS:
Council consideration to authorize and proceed with a classification and compensation 
analysis by soliciting a firm through Requests for Proposals to conduct the review 

Councilmember Bird moved to approve the classification and compensation analysis.  
Councilmember Stasinis seconded the motion.  Council discussed the costs, using 
Kingsland’s study, data from Georgia Municipals Associations and need assessments.  
Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

F. MOODY LAKES SUBDIVISION:
      To reinstitute subdivision approval that was rescinded April 12, 2004 

Councilmember Bird moved to approve Moody Lakes Subdivision.  Councilmember Post 
seconded the motion.  The City Attorney stated that when approving a subdivision the City 
usually receives a one year bond for improvements, if something should not work.  When 
rescinding the 2004 approval, that is the opposite.  He suggested consideration of approval 
subject to warranty inspection. 

Councilmember Bird amended the motion to approve subject to a favorable inspection. 
Councilmember Post seconded the amended motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the 
motion.

G. SAFER GRANT (*): Fire Department
To request permission to apply for FEMA’s 2011 Safer Grant 

Councilmember Gant made a motion to approve the application for the Staffing for Adequate 
Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) Grant.  Councilmember Post seconded the motion.  
Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.

H. FEBRUARY 20TH CITY COUNCIL MEETING:
To discuss whether to cancel or reschedule the meeting due to Presidents’ Day holiday

Councilmember Post made a motion to cancel the meeting.  Councilmember Bird seconded 
the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.

REPORT OF AUTHORITIES, BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES:
A. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

1. SPECIAL USE PERMIT: Marla Dietrich, Cardinal Management, 10095 Main Road, 
Mattituck, NY is requesting a Special Use permit to conduct an Internet Sweepstakes 
Café (Players Connection in St Marys at 2714 Osborne Road.  The property is zoned 
C-2.  Tax Parcel 135-0378.

Councilmember Gant made a motion to approve the Special Use Permit as requested for 
Players Connection.  Councilmember Post seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous 
in favor of the motion. 
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B. FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:
The Assistant Finance Director presented the 6-month financial report on revenues and 
expenditures for the General, Tourism, SPLOST, Water & Sewer, Solid Waste, and 
Aquatic Center Funds.  Taxes collected to date were at 100 percent of the budgeted 
revenues.  A copy of the report is attached as part of the official minutes. 

C. CITY CALENDAR: City Clerk
The City Clerk announced the upcoming events, activities and meetings for the remainder 
of February and first week in March.

REPORT OF MAYOR: 
There was no report of the Mayor at this time.  

REPORT OF CITY MANAGER: 
There was no report of the City Manager at this time. 

GRANTING AUDIENCE TO THE PUBLIC: 
There were no further comments from the public at this time.   

MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS

There were no comments at this time 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Pending Litigation (ADDED) 
Councilmember Post made a motion to adjourn to executive session to discuss pending litigation. 
Councilmember Howell seconded the motion.  Voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.   

The Mayor Pro Tem and Council adjourned to executive session at 7:51 p.m., returning at 7:56 
p.m. with Mayor Pro Tem Morrissey calling the Council meeting back to order.  

PERSONNEL/REAL ESTATE/LEGAL:
No official action was taken at this time. 

ADJOURNMENT: 
Councilmember Bird made a motion for adjournment.  Councilmember Howell seconded the 
motion.  Mayor Pro Tem Morrissey declared the meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________________
Darlene M. Roellig, City Clerk 






































































