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Present the 

GMCA 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 “Managing Your Cemetery Resources” 
October 7 - 9, 2015 

St. Marys United Methodist Church Social Hall 
106 Conyers Street 

Saint Marys, Georgia 31558 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Conference Agenda 

 
 

Tuesday, October 6, 2015 
 

6:30 p.m.                                                        Dessert Reception 
Orange Hall, Osborne & Conyers Street 

 
 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 
 
9:00– 11:00 a.m.                               Conference Registration 

St. Marys Welcome Center 
 
9:30 a.m.                      GMCA Executive Board Meeting 

St. Marys Welcome Center 
 
10:45 a.m.   GMCA Full Membership Business Meeting 

St. Marys Welcome Center 
 

11:30 a.m.                                                                              Lunch 
Howard Gilman Waterfront Park 

 
12:30 p.m.                        Welcome by Mayor John Morrissey 
 
12:35 – 1:20 p.m.                               Cemetery Grant Projects 

Carole Moore, Tax Incentives & Grants Coordinator,  
Historic Preservation Division, Georgia DNR 

 
1:20 – 1:30 p.m.                                                                  Break 
 
1:30 – 2:15 p.m.                         Abandoned, Rural & Paupers’  
                                                                                       Cemeteries,             
                             Responsibilities of Municipalities/Counties              

Rachel Black, Deputy State Archaeologist 
Historic Preservation Division, Georgia DNR 

 
 
 

ST. MARYS 
GEORGIA 



 
 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015        Continued 
 

2:15 – 2:30 p.m.                                                                   Break 
  
2:30 – 3:15 p.m.                                              Disaster Planning 

Dr. Michael Trinkley, Chicora Foundation 
 
3:30 – 4:15 p.m.                               Tools & Services Unique to  
                                                                       Cemetery Operations 

Rob Mills, Legacy Mark 
 
4:15 – 5:15 p.m.                                                                    Break 
 
5:30 p.m.                                                                              Dinner 

Lang’s Seafood Restaurant on the Waterfront 
100 E. St. Marys Street 

 
 

Thursday, October 8, 2015 
St. Marys United Methodist Church Social Hall 

 
9:00 – 10:15 a.m.                                          Rapid Assessment  
                                                                   of Cemetery Problems                                                                                                                                              

Sam Beetler, Conservation Technician Department of 
Cemeteries, City of Savannah 

 
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.         Historic Oak Grove Cemetery Tour                              
 
11:45 – 12:45 p.m.                                            Barbecue Lunch  

Howard Gilman Waterfront Park 
 
12:45 – 1:00 p.m.                                                               Break 
 
1:00 p.m.                          Board Ferry to Cumberland Island 
 
1:45 p.m.             Dungeness Mansion Ruins and Cemetery,                                

                  Burial Plot of General Light Horse Harry Lee, Beach 
Cumberland Island 

 

 
 

Thursday, October 8, 2015        Continued 
 
5:30 – 6:30 p.m.                             Low-Country Boil Dinner 

Patio Brandon’s, Riverview Hotel 
105 Osborne Street 

 
 

Friday, October 9, 2015 
St. Marys United Methodist Church Social Hall 

 
9:00 – 10:15 a.m.                                    A GMCA Cooperative  
            Success Story: Resurrecting Cemeteries – Extracting  
            Information from the Ground and Sky and Installing 

Rob Mills, Legacy Mark 
& Len Strozier, Omega Mapping 

 
10:15 – 11:15 a.m.                         Unique Problems of Caring 
                             for a Historic Cemetery – Panel Discussion 

Dr. Michael Trinkley, Chicora Foundation 
 

11:15 a.m.                                                           Wrap Up Session 
 
 

The Georgia Municipal Cemetery Association (GMCA) is a nonprofit association 
dedicated to improving government service through municipal cemetery management.  
GMCA provides opportunities for professional development, state-wide networking 
and organized support for the elected and appointed professionals over Georgia’s public 
cemeteries.  The GMCA believes that every municipality which owns or operates 
cemeteries should have legislative ordinances which govern the operations and activities 
within those cemeteries.  These ordinances should, among other things, authorize the 
administration over the cemeteries to establish and enforce rules and regulations to 
protect the interests of cemetery customers, visitors and the general public (past, present 
and future). 

 
 

Have a safe journey home! 
 

 


