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St. Marys Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Meeting Minutes for May 13, 2013 
 

The meeting of the St. Marys DDA was called to order by Lomis at 8:32 am.   
 

Members Present: Jim Lomis, John Morrissey, Cheri Richter, Jerry Brandon, Terry Landreth, 
Charlie Smith and Gary Straight  
 

Members not Present:   
 

Guest in attendance:  Angela Wigger, Tourism Director for City of St. Marys; Peggy Jolley, 
GA Power 
 

Staff:  Artie Jones, III; Director, Renée Coakley; Executive Assistant   
 

Minutes:  The board reviewed the April 8th and April 18th, 2013 meeting minutes.  Minutes were 
approved with a motion by Brandon and a second by Richter.  All were in favor of the motion.     
 

Treasurers Report:  The board reviewed the financial statements.  Lomis asked all to keep in 
mind that an adjustment should be made to the DDA financial statements with regards to the land 
line item which was not booked cost.  Currently this line item is overstated due to reliance on 
appraisals to determine original book value.  Lomis will check with a Certified Public 
Accountant to determine if Generally Accepted Accounting Principal (GAAP) provides guidance 
on making appropriate adjustments. Straight motioned to approve the financials and second was 
made by Richter.  All were in favor. 
 

Additions to the Agenda:  Advertising was added to the agenda by Renée.   Motion to approve 
the agenda was made by Morrissey and second by Landreth.  All were in favor. 
 

BUSINESS DISCUSSION: 
 

Façade Grant:  AJ reported the current balance remaining for this fiscal year in façade grant 
funds.  Currently the DDA receives $3600 in income per year in property rents and these funds 
were voted previously to be used for façade grant disbursements.  To date, approximately $2600 
has been awarded for various projects.  There is a remaining balance of approximately $995 left 
for this fiscal year.  AJ presented an application that has been received from Lake Industries, Inc. 
in St. Marys.  The total cost for the project is over $2000 and the owner is requesting $1000.  AJ 
recommended that the board approve awarding the remaining funds ($995 +/-) for this fiscal year 
to the business owners.  Morrissey made a motion to award the remaining funds for this fiscal 
year to the owners of Lake Industries, Inc. and the motion was second by Brandon.  All were in 
favor.  
 

Discussion on DNR Boat Signage at Docks:  Brandon reported that the owner of the Steelaway 
ship that has been in the downtown waters is planning to relocate due to issues and complaints of 
local fisherman and crabbers.  Due to the recent removal of the cleats from the docks and signage 
changing the times for parking, etc. it was noted that these are hindrances to Economic 
Development for the Downtown.  It was suggested that a resolution reaffirming the economic 
value to the city to keep the docks open should be sent to the city and DNR.  AJ and Brandon 
will work on drafting a resolution for board approval. 
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DIRECTORS REPORT: 
 

Businesses and Updates:   AJ reported that the Wayfinding Plan has been adopted and the 
group is in the process of purchasing signs in the next 30 days.  At the next meeting for the 
committee, locations for placement of the first purchased signs will be chosen.  St. Marys will 
receive signs at Exit 1 and at the St. Marys Road & Highway 40 interchange. 
 
Angela reported that on May 18th the 3rd Annual St. Marys “Plein Aire” Paint Out will take 
place.  Also the 1st Starry Nights of the year will be held.   
 

Advertising:  Renée reported that the deadline is near for the July submission for the St. Marys 
Magazine.  The board agreed to advertise in the upcoming edition for $450.  The motion was 
made by Morrissey and second by Richter.  All were in favor.  Renée also reported that the 
Tribune & Georgian advertisement deadline was also near.  Currently the DDA has a quarter 
page ad for $395.  After discussion, the board decided to advertise with the Guide to Camden 
County, changing the current ad from a picture to some sort of editorial of what the DDA does.  
Motion for AJ to advertise in the Guide to Camden with a maximum rate of $880 to include an 
editorial and logo/picture was made by Landreth and second by Brandon.  All were in favor. 
 
Landreth announced that the Bike Ride Across Georgia will begin on June 2nd and end in St. 
Marys on June 8th with approximately 1000 bike riders in St. Marys. 
 
Lomis announced the Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) meeting scheduled for 7 pm on May 13th at 
the Camden County Annex and asked all who could to attend. 
 
Adjourn – Meeting adjourned at 9:25 am with a motion by Morrissey and second by Landreth.  
All were in favor.  DDA Planning Session followed the meeting. 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Charlie Smith, Secretary 
Prepared by Renée Coakley, Executive Assistant 


