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St. Marys Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Meeting Minutes for March 11, 2013 
 

The meeting of the St. Marys DDA was called to order by Lomis at 8:30 am.   
 

Members Present: John Morrissey, Cheri Richter, Craig Root, Terry Landreth, and Jim Lomis 
 

Members not Present:  Charlie Smith and Gary Straight 
 

Guest in attendance:  Angela Wigger, Director St. Marys Conventions and Visitor’s Bureau 
(CVB)     
 

Staff:  Artie Jones, III; Director, Renée Coakley; Executive Assistant   
 

Minutes:  The board reviewed the February 11, 2013 meeting minutes.  Minutes were approved 
with a motion by Richter and a second by Root.  All were in favor of the motion.       
 

Treasurers Report:  Financial reports were reviewed and a motion to approve the financials was 
made by Root and second by Landreth.  All were in favor. 
 

Additions to the Agenda:  AJ added DDA Golf Cart and Resolution for Norris Street Property 
Easement to the agenda.  Lomis added DDA Board positions, Morrissey added Update on City 
Goals and Objectives.  Agenda was adopted with a motion by Morrissey and second by Root.  
All were in favor. 
 
BUSINESS DISCUSSION: 
 

Team Camden:  AJ reported that the group met on February 19th at the Kingsland Welcome 
Center.  The group was also successful in inviting the newly elected Georgia Department of 
Transportation (GADOT) representative for District 1 to visit the area.  The Honorable Ann 
Purcell visited on Tuesday, March 5th and was given a tour of the area during which past and 
future GADOT projects were discussed.  After the tour, a meet and greet/question and answer 
session was held where approximately 45 guests were in attendance.  Some of the proposed 
items at the session were: to consider a gateway entrance as visitors are entering Georgia and to 
clear the underbrush at Exits 1 and 3 to make businesses more visible to travelers.  Mrs. Purcell’s 
goal is to have state welcome centers privatized to become more inviting thusly making travelers 
more apt to stay over in the area.  Team Camden will meet with the local GADOT 
representatives in Jesup periodically to aid in getting projects moved forward more quickly.  
Morrissey made a motion that the DDA support a joint resolution in favor of a better re-design of 
the interchange at Exit 1.  The motion was second by Richter.  All were in favor. 
 

Tourism:  Angela reported on the following upcoming events:  Run About the Royal District in 
Kingsland on March 16th, St. Marys River Clean Up on March 16th, Jazz and Art Walk on March 
17th, The Blue Goose Easter Egg Hunt on March 23rd, The Du-woody Duathlon in Woodbine on 
April 6th at 8am (a run, bike, run event), and the Kiwanis Egg Hunt on March 30th.  The Bike 
Ride Across Georgia (BRAG) event went very well and the riders expressed their great 
satisfaction with the area.  The summer BRAG which will have over 1000 bike riders, will 
conclude in St. Marys on June 8th with a small festival type event.   
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St. Marys Intracoastal Gateway (SMIG):  AJ reported that the consultant will be providing 
him a draft of the study minus the economic analysis portion.  AJ will forward this information 
to the committee on the 18th of March.  The committee will have until the 21st of March to 
submit comments or edits.  On March 22nd AJ will send the revised document back to the 
consultant and on April 4th at the scheduled SMIG meeting the consultant will present the study 
to the committee. 
 
DDA Golf Cart:  Angela requested from the board the possibility of storing the DDA golf cart 
at the tourism office during the weekdays and locked behind the DDA building on the weekends.  
The CVB has been using the DDA golf cart for the past month since their trolley has been out of 
service.  The board agreed to this request thusly giving the cart more use. 
 
Resolution for Norris Street Property Easement:  AJ discussed the property owned by the 
DDA and stated that the property adjacent to this will be closed on next week.  The property 
owner/attorney for the sale is requesting a resolution from the DDA granting an easement to the 
property that is for sale.  The board agreed that the easement being requested is not feasible and 
that the easement granted should be the minimum footage legally required and run along the 
west edge of the property.  The board agreed that this should be 15 feet by 155 feet or less and 
that all utilities be placed underground.  AJ will contact the City Planning Director and Privett 
and Associates to find out the minimum legal requirement.  Motion for AJ to move forward with 
the resolution if these adjustments to the location of the easement and the length are made was 
made by Root and second by Landreth.  All were in favor. 
 
DDA Positions:  Lomis noted that due to Smith being unavailable for future meetings 
indefinitely, the need for an interim Secretary/Treasurer needed to be filled as well as a Vice 
Chair.  Landreth agreed to fill the Vice Chair position and it was suggested that Straight fill the 
Secretary/Treasurer position if he agreed.  Lomis will contact Straight to determine if he would 
fill this position until Smith returns.  Lomis also noted that Root’s term has ended and he has 
elected not to refill his position.  Root reported that Attorney John Myers is interested in filling 
the position and Mr. Myers will be submitting a notice to the City Clerk in that regard.  Lomis 
thanked Root for all his years of service to the DDA board and will create a formal resolution to 
present at a later date. 
 
City Goals and Objectives:  Morrissey reported that the city has held two sessions recently for 
local residents and city staff.  Future city goals were discussed and a list was compiled of top 
priorities that the attendees felt were most important.  Attracting new business to the community 
was one of the top priorities noted. 
 
DIRECTORS REPORT: 
 

Businesses and Updates:   AJ reported that the Pilot gas station at Exit 1 will open by March 
15th.  The recent visit by the Honorable Ann Purcell that was put together by Team Camden was 
a success.  Angela has created a press release that will be sent out to contacts and the local press.  
Council has requested a status update on the mill property and the City Manager has contacted 
the trustee of the property to have him speak at the upcoming council meeting.  The DDA budget 
subcommittee has met and the budget has been submitted to the city finance department.  AJ 
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noted that new line items have been created for marketing and travel and advertising have been 
broken out separately to get a more accurate picture of where funds are being spent.  A new line 
item has been added called “other purchased services” and the remaining wayfinding funds have 
been placed there.  AJ will also request funding for a Masterplan from the council.  Root 
suggested that this request include a 5 year plan explaining how the plan will be utilized.  AJ 
reported that he has recently met with some of the Casey family property owners in regards to 
their property at Exit 1.  The property has been settled and AJ has offered to assist the property 
owners in avenues to develop the property. 
 
Morrissey reported that the Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) interviews will begin soon.  The board 
agreed that they would be interested in participating in the interview process.  Lomis will contact 
the Joint Development Authority (JDA) to request placement on the schedule for interviews. 
 
Adjourn – Meeting adjourned at 10:30 am with a motion by Morrissey and second by Landreth.  
All were in favor. 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Charlie Smith, Secretary 
Prepared by Renée Coakley, Executive Assistant 


