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52ND ANNUAL KIWANIS CLUB OF ST. MARYS
INDEPENDENCE DAY FESTIVAL CANCELLED

ST. MARYS, Georgia, (04 May 2020) – The Board of Directors of the Kiwanis Club of St. Marys has voted to formally CANCEL their 52nd Annual Independence Day Celebration in downtown St. Marys on 04 July 2020.  This decision was discussed with the Mayor and Acting City Manager of the City of St Marys.

Kiwanis Club President Keith Post stated that: “This was not an easy decision for us given our 52-year history of hosting this festival as a Civic Club in our community, but one we feel is required given the unprecedented times we are in as a nation right now with the COVID-19 Pandemic.  When you break it down to very simple terms and ask yourself:  Is it worth one person losing their life to hold a festival?  We think the answer to that is a resounding no.  It is a small price collectively for us to pay to ensure that we as a Club and Civic Organization do our part to keep our community safe.  I hope ALL OF YOU will support our Board and the City in this decision we have had to make.”  

The reasons for this decision:
· NOT the right time to be celebrating with over 68,000 people having died in our country in just two short months
· Nearly impossible to get permitting done for the Fireworks Display with the related Georgia, Florida and Federal Agencies being stressed and stretched
· Social distancing, proven necessary as world-wide data from the WHO, CDC, NIH and other health experts have shown to keep the spread of this Virus from exploding, almost impossible to facilitate and enforce at a festival with thousands of people usually in attendance in a relatively small area
· We do not want to be the reason people get sick, or worse yet lose their life because of attendance at our festival, we also do not want to be the cause of an outbreak here in our community which could potentially overwhelm our local hospital
· Asking our members to volunteer and work all day around thousands of people is not the right thing to do given what we know about this horrible disease

It is our hope and our intent to merge our Independence Day Festival with our Annual Rock Shrimp Festival on October 3rd, if conditions with the COVID-19 Pandemic in the fall will allow.  Our Fireworks Vendor, Pyro Shows, and all of the other critical supporting players, Barnett Southern Marine, Camden County Search and Rescue, St. Marys Fire - Police and Public Works Departments, have all agreed to work with us to move the Fireworks Display to October.

The Kiwanis Club and the City of St Marys are in discussions about holding a respectful Memorial / Appreciation Ceremony in place of the festival on July 4th at the Waterfront Park to remember those lost to this horrible COVID Pandemic and also honor and give thanks for all our Doctors, Nurses, First Responders who serve our greater Camden Community every day and have been on the front lines in this war.  The plan will be to live stream and broadcast on Facebook, You Tube, etc., out to our community.  This way we not only remember the birth of our nation but give thanks and pay tribute, instead of celebrating during a very tough time.

Mayor John F. Morrissey stated: “The Kiwanis Club decision to cancel the July 4th Independence Day Festival was made with careful and concerned deliberation. The City of St. Marys will work diligently with the Kiwanis organization to create another means to celebrate our heritage”.

A press release will be forthcoming once all the details, participants and broadcast time of the 4th of July Memorial / Appreciation Ceremony are planned and finalized.
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